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An adaptation is body part or behavior that enables animals to survive in its environment. 

Animals moved out of their natural environment may not survive, because their adaptations may 

harm them rather than help them in a different environment.  Examples of this are a monkey in a 

desert, or a lizard in a rainforest. 

 

Birds’ beaks and feet are adaptations of birds.  For example meat-eating birds have strong sturdy 

beaks and nectar-drinking birds have long thin beaks.  Ducks have webbed feet for swimming 

and hawks have strong claws to catch its prey. 

 

Animals that have color or pattern that helps them blend in have an adaptation called 

Camouflage this enables an animal to blend in with its surroundings in order to hide from 

predators. Examples of camouflage are tigers’ strips help them blend in with the shadows of tall 

grass and the hares’ fur changing color. 

 

Everything around an animal, including its predators, is part of the animal’s environment. 

 

An adaptation in which an animal looks like another animal to escape attack is mimicry. 

 

Many animals seek shelter when a predator comes near. 

 

The average temperature and rainfall of an area over a long time make up its climate. 

 

Behavior that is not learned is called an instinct.  Two examples of instinct are migration and 

hibernation. 

Migration is the movement of a group of animals to another region. 

Hibernation is a long period of sleep. During hibernation, animals need less oxygen and food. 

Migration and hibernation usually occur in cold climates. 

Mammals are usually covered in fur and young are born looking much like their parents. 

Some insects and other animals go through metamorphosis, significant changes in form from egg 

too adult.  Examples of metamorphosis are frogs and butterflies. 

 

Compare migration and hibernation: 
Migration and hibernation are alike because they are both adaptations to a climate change. They 

are different because in hibernation the body changes so the animal can survive, and in migration 

the animal moves to a different climate to survive. 

 

Given a picture label sentences Inference (what you think) or Observation (what you can see) 

and write your own observation and inference.  

                  


